
Top 25 Games for Young English Language Learners 
(Ages 5-10) 
Teaching English to young learners requires games that balance fun with purposeful language 
development. These activities create engaging contexts where children practice English 
naturally while enjoying meaningful interaction. Each game targets specific language skills while 
maintaining the high engagement young learners need. 

1. Simon Says 

Overview: This classic TPR (Total Physical Response) game builds listening comprehension 
and vocabulary through movement-based commands, creating embodied learning connections. 

Language Focus: Listening comprehension, body parts vocabulary, action verbs, following 
instructions 

Materials: 

●​ None required, though picture cards can support new vocabulary 

Preparation: 

1.​ Practice common commands using target language structures 
2.​ Consider which vocabulary/structures to emphasize 

Procedure: 

1.​ Explain that students should follow commands only when preceded by "Simon says" 
2.​ Begin with simple commands: "Simon says touch your head" 
3.​ Occasionally give commands without "Simon says" - students should remain still 
4.​ Students who follow non-Simon commands sit down for one round or receive a point 
5.​ Gradually increase command complexity based on proficiency 

Variations: 

●​ Student Leader: Let students take turns being Simon 
●​ Add Complexity: Include prepositions or adverbs ("Simon says walk quickly to the 

door") 
●​ Team Simon: Divide class into teams that earn points for correct responses 

Teacher Reflection from James Wilson: "Simon Says creates magical language moments in 
my classroom. Children focus intently on language that has immediate physical relevance. I've 
watched students who barely participate during formal lessons suddenly track every word during 
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this game. The physical response creates a direct connection between language and meaning 
that bypasses the need for translation." 

Quick Teaching Tip: Occasionally use commands that students don't know, pairing them with 
demonstrations. This naturally introduces new vocabulary in a comprehensible context. 

 

2. Flyswatter Vocabulary 
Overview: This high-energy game turns vocabulary review into an exciting competition where 
students race to find and "swat" target words or pictures. 

Language Focus: Vocabulary recognition, reading skills, reaction to spoken language 

Materials: 

●​ Two flyswatters (or soft alternatives like foam noodle pieces) 
●​ Vocabulary words/pictures displayed on wall/board 

Preparation: 
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1.​ Create a word/picture wall with target vocabulary spread across the board 
2.​ For non-readers, use pictures or pair words with images 

Procedure: 

1.​ Divide class into two teams 
2.​ One student from each team comes forward with a flyswatter 
3.​ Call out a vocabulary word or definition 
4.​ Students race to find and swat the correct word/picture 
5.​ First student to correctly identify the item earns a point 
6.​ Rotate to new players and continue 

Variations: 

●​ Category Swat: Call a category and students swat any word belonging to it 
●​ Definition Match: Provide a definition instead of the actual word 
●​ Sound Swat: Call out initial sounds/phonics for early readers 
●​ Question-Answer: Ask questions whose answers appear on the board 

Teacher Reflection from Ana Vasquez: "Flyswatter Vocabulary transforms ordinary review into 
something children absolutely love. The physical movement addresses their natural energy 
while the competitive element creates genuine motivation. I notice students studying the word 
wall intently between turns - they're actually eager to practice vocabulary without even realizing 
it's happening!" 

Quick Teaching Tip: Position quieter or hesitant students against confident ones to create 
balanced competition, and occasionally call words that favor different learning styles. 

3. Memory Match 
Overview: This adaptable card game develops vocabulary recall, reading skills, and memory 
through matching paired items. 

Language Focus: Vocabulary building, word-picture associations, question formation 

Materials: 

●​ Sets of matching cards (word-word, word-picture, or question-answer) 

Preparation: 

1.​ Create matching card pairs based on your current language focus 
2.​ For beginners: picture-to-picture or picture-to-word matches 
3.​ For more advanced: word-to-definition or question-to-answer 

Procedure: 
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1.​ Arrange cards face down in rows 
2.​ Students take turns flipping two cards, saying each word aloud 
3.​ If cards match, student keeps the pair and takes another turn 
4.​ If no match, cards are turned face down again 
5.​ Game continues until all matches are found 
6.​ Player with most matches wins 

Variations: 

●​ Sentence Building: Match sentence halves 
●​ Say and Show: Students must say a full sentence using the word 
●​ Question-Answer: Match questions with appropriate responses 
●​ Category Sort: After collecting pairs, sort them into categories 

Teacher Reflection from Sofia Chen: "Memory Match creates multiple learning dimensions 
beyond simple vocabulary practice. Children naturally practice pronunciation as they name each 
card, develop question forms when asking for turns, and build confidence through successful 
matching. The game's inherent repetition provides constant recycling of target language without 
becoming tedious - they're seeing and saying the same words repeatedly but within a 
purposeful, engaging context." 

Quick Teaching Tip: For mixed proficiency groups, include easier matches alongside more 
challenging ones so all students experience success while being appropriately challenged. 

4. Word Bingo 
Overview: This adaptable, low-prep game creates focused listening practice while reinforcing 
vocabulary across various themes. 

Language Focus: Listening comprehension, vocabulary recognition, reading skills 

Materials: 

●​ Bingo cards with target vocabulary words/pictures 
●​ Calling cards with same vocabulary 
●​ Markers or counters 

Preparation: 

1.​ Create bingo cards with vocabulary from current theme 
2.​ For non-readers, use pictures or combine words with images 
3.​ Make sure each card has the same words in different arrangements 

Procedure: 
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1.​ Distribute bingo cards and markers to each student 
2.​ Call out words one at a time (or show pictures/give definitions) 
3.​ Students place markers on matching items on their cards 
4.​ When a student completes a row/column/diagonal, they call "Bingo!" 
5.​ Verify their matches by having them read each marked word 
6.​ Continue for multiple winners or start a new round 

Variations: 

●​ Definition Bingo: Call definitions instead of words 
●​ Picture Bingo: Show pictures instead of saying words 
●​ Sentence Bingo: Say sentences using target words 
●​ Grammar Bingo: Create cards with different verb forms or sentence patterns 

Teacher Reflection from Marco Lee: "Bingo transforms ordinary vocabulary practice into 
something children eagerly anticipate. I've noticed even struggling students fully engaged 
because the game balances skill with luck, giving everyone a genuine chance of winning. The 
verification step where winners read their words creates natural speaking practice with real 
purpose. It's become my go-to activity when I notice energy flagging - it immediately 
reinvigorates the class while reinforcing target language." 

Quick Teaching Tip: Have students create their own bingo cards by writing/drawing vocabulary 
items from a provided list. This creates additional engagement and practice before the game 
even begins. 

5. Pass the Picture 
Overview: This collaborative speaking game develops descriptive language and question 
formation as students describe and guess hidden pictures. 

Language Focus: Descriptive vocabulary, question formation, listening comprehension 

Materials: 

●​ Picture cards related to current vocabulary 
●​ Timer (optional) 

Preparation: 

1.​ Collect/create picture cards showing target vocabulary items 
2.​ Review descriptive language and question forms with class 

Procedure: 

1.​ Divide students into small groups (4-6 students) 
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2.​ First student draws a card without showing others 
3.​ Student describes what's on the card without naming it 
4.​ Group members ask yes/no questions to gather more information 
5.​ Students try to guess the item 
6.​ After correct guess or time limit, pass to next student 
7.​ Continue until all students have had a turn describing 

Variations: 

●​ Structured Description: Provide sentence frames for descriptions 
●​ Category Clues: Start by telling which category the item belongs to 
●​ Drawing Version: Describe a picture while a teammate draws based on description 
●​ 20 Questions: Limit group to 20 yes/no questions to identify item 

Teacher Reflection from Elena Kim: "Pass the Picture creates authentic communication 
necessity that worksheet activities simply can't match. When students need information only 
their partner possesses, they suddenly find English becomes a tool they genuinely need rather 
than just an academic subject. I've watched children who barely participate during formal 
lessons become animated and engaged when playing this game, striving to communicate 
effectively because they actually want their peers to understand them." 

Quick Teaching Tip: Pre-teach and display useful descriptive language and question structures 
to support successful communication during the game. 

6. Alphabet Scavenger Hunt 
Overview: This active game sends students searching for objects or pictures beginning with 
specific letters, creating natural vocabulary practice with movement. 

Language Focus: Vocabulary, letter-sound correspondence, categorization 

Materials: 

●​ Letter cards (or write letters on board) 
●​ Timer 
●​ Items around classroom or prepared pictures 

Preparation: 

1.​ Ensure classroom has sufficient items beginning with various letters 
2.​ For limited environments, hide picture cards around the room 
3.​ Create letter cards or list for student reference 

Procedure: 

  © InternationalTEFLgroup    ​     ​ ​ ​ ​                                



1.​ Divide students into small groups 
2.​ Assign each group specific letters or have all groups work with same letters 
3.​ Set a time limit (5-10 minutes) 
4.​ Students search for objects/pictures starting with their assigned letters 
5.​ Groups return and share their findings, saying complete sentences 
6.​ Class validates whether items truly begin with target letters 
7.​ Group with most correct items wins 

Variations: 

●​ Category Hunt: Find items within specific categories (animals, foods) 
●​ Digital Hunt: Use tablets to take photos of found items 
●​ Sound Hunt: Focus on specific phonics sounds rather than just initial letters 
●​ Adjective Hunt: Find items that can be described with specific adjectives 

Teacher Reflection from Carlos Mendez: "The Alphabet Scavenger Hunt transforms our 
classroom into a vocabulary-rich exploration zone. Children naturally encounter and process 
language as they hunt for items, discussing possibilities with teammates and practicing 
pronunciation as they identify findings. I'm always amazed at how this physical movement 
combined with purposeful language creates much stronger vocabulary retention than seated 
activities alone." 

Quick Teaching Tip: Provide sentence frames for sharing findings: "We found a ___. It starts 
with the letter ___." This creates structured speaking practice beyond single-word responses. 

7. Story Sequence Cards 
Overview: This versatile activity develops narrative understanding and vocabulary through 
collaborative story arrangement and retelling. 

Language Focus: Narrative structure, vocabulary, speaking skills, sequencing language 

Materials: 

●​ Sets of story sequence cards (4-8 cards per story) 
●​ Story texts (optional) 

Preparation: 

1.​ Create or obtain picture cards showing sequence of simple stories 
2.​ For more advanced learners, include sentence strips matching each picture 

Procedure: 

1.​ Divide students into pairs or small groups 
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2.​ Distribute shuffled story sequence cards to each group 
3.​ Students work together to arrange cards in logical order 
4.​ Groups take turns explaining their story sequence to class 
5.​ Compare different arrangements and discuss why sequences make sense 
6.​ For extended activity, students can write or tell complete story based on cards 

Variations: 

●​ Missing Card: Remove one card and have students predict what happens 
●​ Mixed Stories: Combine cards from different stories for creative sorting 
●​ Time Words: Provide sequencing language cards (first, next, then, finally) 
●​ Original Endings: Provide beginning sequence and let students create final cards 

Teacher Reflection from Sophia Martinez: "Story Sequence Cards create the perfect scaffold 
for narrative development. Students who might struggle to generate stories from scratch can 
successfully construct and retell narratives with these visual supports. The collaborative 
arrangement naturally generates wonderful language as children discuss and negotiate the 
proper sequence. I've noticed this activity particularly helps students internalize transition words 
and narrative structures that later appear in their independent storytelling." 

Quick Teaching Tip: Model the activity first by thinking aloud as you arrange a simple 
sequence, demonstrating both the process and the language students might use during 
discussion. 

8. Hot Potato Word Game 
Overview: This fast-paced game combines the excitement of Hot Potato with vocabulary 
practice, creating energetic language production. 

Language Focus: Vocabulary production, quick word recall, category recognition 

Materials: 

●​ Small ball or other object to pass 
●​ Music player (optional) 
●​ Category cards or list 

Preparation: 

1.​ Create category cards based on current vocabulary themes 
2.​ Arrange students in a circle 
3.​ Review category vocabulary before starting 

Procedure: 
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1.​ Students sit in a circle and pass the "potato" while music plays 
2.​ When music stops (or teacher calls "stop"), student holding potato names a word in 

current category 
3.​ Student cannot repeat words already mentioned 
4.​ If student successfully gives appropriate word, they remain in game 
5.​ If unable to answer, student may be "out" or receive a point 
6.​ Change categories every few rounds to keep challenge fresh 

Variations: 

●​ Sentence Building: Each student adds word to build collaborative sentence 
●​ Word Associations: Student says word associated with previous word 
●​ Question-Answer: Student holding potato asks question, next student answers 
●​ Alphabet Chain: Each response must begin with last letter of previous word 

Teacher Reflection from David Lee: "Hot Potato transforms ordinary vocabulary review into 
something magically engaging. The slight pressure of having to respond quickly creates just 
enough challenge to fully engage students without causing anxiety. I notice children actively 
rehearsing possible answers while the potato travels, mentally preparing their vocabulary so 
they're ready when their turn comes. This silent rehearsal creates valuable additional practice 
beyond spoken responses alone." 

Quick Teaching Tip: For mixed-proficiency groups, allow students to "phone a friend" once 
during the game, creating mutual support while maintaining challenge. 

9. Word Relay Race 
Overview: This energetic team competition combines physical movement with language 
practice, perfect for high-energy groups. 

Language Focus: Spelling, vocabulary recognition, reading skills 

Materials: 

●​ Flashcards or word lists 
●​ Whiteboard or paper for each team 
●​ Markers 

Preparation: 

1.​ Divide class into equal teams 
2.​ Set up "writing stations" for each team 
3.​ Prepare word cards or list appropriate to proficiency level 

Procedure: 
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1.​ Teams line up in single file facing writing area 
2.​ Show or say a target word/phrase 
3.​ First student runs to board, writes the word, then returns 
4.​ Student passes marker to next teammate 
5.​ Process continues with new words until all team members participate 
6.​ Points awarded for correct spelling and fastest completion 
7.​ Continue for multiple rounds with different words 

Variations: 

●​ Sentence Building: Each student adds one word to create a sentence 
●​ Translation Relay: Show word in L1, students write English equivalent 
●​ Picture-Word Match: Show picture, students write corresponding word 
●​ Category Sort: Student writes word in correct category column 

Teacher Reflection from Mei Lin: "Word Relay perfectly addresses young learners' need for 
movement while creating focused language practice. The competitive element generates 
genuine excitement that worksheet activities simply can't match. I've noticed that even students 
who normally resist writing activities eagerly participate when it's framed as a team competition. 
The public nature of writing on the board also creates valuable peer learning as students 
observe others' spelling attempts." 

Quick Teaching Tip: For mixed-proficiency classes, adjust word difficulty based on individual 
student capabilities, subtly giving more challenging words to stronger students while ensuring 
everyone experiences success. 

10. Information Gap: What's Missing? 
Overview: This partner activity creates authentic communication necessity as students share 
information to complete incomplete pictures or charts. 

Language Focus: Question formation, descriptive language, listening comprehension 

Materials: 

●​ Paired worksheets with complementary missing information 
●​ Pencils 

Preparation: 

1.​ Create paired worksheets where Student A and Student B each have different missing 
elements 

2.​ Ensure target vocabulary/structures are required for successful completion 

Procedure: 
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1.​ Pair students and assign A/B roles 
2.​ Distribute corresponding worksheets to each student 
3.​ Explain that they must complete their sheets by asking partner questions 
4.​ Partners sit back-to-back or with divider between them 
5.​ Students take turns asking questions to discover missing information 
6.​ Both students complete their worksheets based on partner's answers 
7.​ Pairs compare completed worksheets to check accuracy 

Variations: 

●​ Picture Differences: Find differences between similar pictures 
●​ Schedule Completion: Fill in missing information on timetables 
●​ Map Navigation: Complete routes on maps with missing landmarks 
●​ Story Gaps: Complete narrative with missing elements 

Teacher Reflection from Anna Vasquez: "Information Gap activities create the perfect 
condition for genuine communication. Unlike contrived dialogues, these tasks generate 
authentic language necessity - students truly need their partner's information to complete their 
own task. I notice even reluctant speakers become engaged when the communication serves a 
real purpose. The moment when students eagerly compare their completed worksheets creates 
natural assessment of how successfully they communicated." 

Quick Teaching Tip: Pre-teach and display key question forms and vocabulary before starting, 
providing linguistic scaffolding while maintaining the communication challenge. 

11. Vocabulary Charades 
Overview: This engaging movement-based game gets children physically acting out vocabulary 
words while their teammates guess the terms. 

Language Focus: Vocabulary reinforcement (especially verbs, emotions, animals, occupations) 

Materials: 

●​ Vocabulary cards with words or pictures 
●​ Timer (optional) 
●​ Scoreboard (optional) 

Preparation: 

1.​ Create vocabulary cards based on your current teaching focus 
2.​ For non-readers, use picture cards or whisper the word to the performer 
3.​ Divide students into small teams of 3-5 players 

Procedure: 
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1.​ Explain that students will take turns acting out vocabulary words without speaking while 
teammates guess 

2.​ Demonstrate with a simple example: act out "swimming" while students guess 
3.​ Establish clear rules: 

○​ No speaking or sound effects while acting 
○​ No pointing to objects in the room 
○​ A time limit for each performance (30-60 seconds depending on age) 

4.​ One student from the first team comes forward and selects a card 
5.​ Student acts out the word while teammates try to guess 
6.​ Award points for correct guesses (optional) 
7.​ Rotate to next team and continue 

Variations: 

●​ Category Charades: Limit words to specific categories (animals, jobs, feelings) 
●​ Partner Charades: Two students act out a word together (great for prepositions: one 

student acts as "on" while another is the "table") 
●​ Progressive Charades: Start with easier words and gradually introduce more 

challenging vocabulary 
●​ Drawing Option: For very shy students, offer drawing as an alternative to acting 

Teacher Reflection from Mei Wong: "Vocabulary Charades has become a class favorite that 
my students actually request! I've noticed that the physical embodiment of words creates much 
stronger memory connections than flashcard drills alone. Even my shyest students eventually 
participate enthusiastically once they see their classmates having fun. The words that students 
act out are almost never forgotten - we'll reference back to someone's hilarious 'elephant' 
performance weeks later and everyone instantly recalls the vocabulary." 

Quick Teaching Tip: Before starting, brainstorm with students how certain concepts might be 
acted out to give them ideas. For example, discussing how to show "happy" versus "excited" 
helps prepare students for successful performances. 

12. Word Categories 
Overview: This versatile sorting activity develops vocabulary organization and categorization 
skills, helping students build mental networks of related terms. 

Language Focus: Vocabulary organization, semantic relationships, category labels 

Materials: 

●​ Word/picture cards 
●​ Category headers 
●​ Sorting containers or designated areas (optional) 
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Preparation: 

1.​ Create word/picture cards from current vocabulary 
2.​ Prepare category headers appropriate to proficiency level 
3.​ For younger children, provide sorting containers or designated spaces 

Procedure: 

1.​ Introduce/review category names and show examples 
2.​ Distribute word/picture cards to individuals or small groups 
3.​ Students sort cards into appropriate categories 
4.​ Once sorted, students take turns explaining their categorization 
5.​ For additional challenge, ask students to add more words to each category 
6.​ For team competition, race to correctly sort a set number of cards 

Variations: 

●​ Mystery Categories: Sort first, then determine category names 
●​ Create Categories: Students develop their own category system 
●​ Odd One Out: Include words that don't fit main categories 
●​ Multiple Categories: Find words that could belong in more than one group 

Teacher Reflection from Hassan Ahmad: "Word Categories transforms vocabulary from 
isolated items into connected networks of meaning. I've noticed students begin to 
spontaneously make connections between related words after regular category practice. Instead 
of learning 'apple, orange, banana' as separate items, they develop a mental framework of 
'fruits' with shared characteristics. This organizational thinking dramatically improves both 
vocabulary retention and retrieval, while creating natural contexts for discussing similarities and 
differences." 

Quick Teaching Tip: Start with concrete, visually distinct categories (animals, food, clothing) 
before progressing to more abstract categorization (things that are hot/cold, things that make 
noise/are quiet). 

 

13. Alphabet Train 
Overview: This collaborative word-building activity creates a growing chain of vocabulary 
organized alphabetically, reinforcing initial sounds and vocabulary recall. 

Language Focus: Alphabetic order, initial sounds, vocabulary review 

Materials: 
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●​ Whiteboard or large paper 
●​ Markers 
●​ Alphabet cards (optional) 
●​ Picture supports for vocabulary (optional) 

Preparation: 

1.​ Draw a simple train engine on board with space for "cars" to follow 
2.​ Review alphabet and initial sounds if needed 
3.​ Provide alphabet cards for reference if helpful 

Procedure: 

1.​ Explain that students will build a vocabulary train in alphabetical order 
2.​ Begin by writing "A" on first train car and eliciting an A-word (apple) 
3.​ Draw next car with "B" and elicit B-word (ball) 
4.​ Continue through alphabet with students suggesting words 
5.​ For younger children, work in sections (A-G one day, H-N next) 
6.​ After completing, review by "riding" the train, saying each word 

Variations: 

●​ Category Train: Limit words to specific categories (A-animals, B-animals) 
●​ Sentence Train: Create simple sentences using each word 
●​ Drawing Train: Students add simple drawings with each word 
●​ Team Challenge: Divide alphabet sections between teams 

Teacher Reflection from Elena Park: "Alphabet Train creates a wonderfully collaborative 
vocabulary review that children find genuinely engaging. Unlike individual worksheets, the group 
contribution process naturally generates discussion about word meanings and spelling. 
Students feel genuine pride seeing the completed train stretching across our classroom. I've 
noticed many children referring to the train during independent writing, using it as a self-directed 
vocabulary resource. The visual organization by initial letter helps reinforce phonetic awareness 
alongside vocabulary development." 

Quick Teaching Tip: For difficult letters like Q, X, or Z, have some suggestions ready but 
challenge students to think of their own words first. 

14. Musical Questions 
Overview: This musical-chairs inspired game combines movement with targeted language 
practice, creating energetic speaking opportunities. 

Language Focus: Question-answer patterns, specific grammar structures, fluency 
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Materials: 

●​ Music player 
●​ Question cards (or target questions displayed) 
●​ Chairs arranged in circle (optional) 

Preparation: 

1.​ Create question cards focusing on target language structures 
2.​ Arrange chairs in circle (one fewer than number of students) or use floor spots 
3.​ Review target question-answer patterns before beginning 

Procedure: 

1.​ Students move around chairs/circle while music plays 
2.​ When music stops, students find a seat/spot 
3.​ Student without seat/spot selects question card and asks another student 
4.​ Selected student answers using target language pattern 
5.​ After successful answer, new round begins 
6.​ Continue for desired duration, varying questions 

Variations: 

●​ Answer to Play: Student without seat must correctly answer question to rejoin game 
●​ Team Questions: Divide class into teams that earn points for correct answers 
●​ Student Questions: Players create their own questions using target structures 
●​ Hot Seat: Student in center (hot seat) answers multiple questions from group 

Teacher Reflection from Sarah Johnson: "Musical Questions transforms ordinary grammar 
practice into something children eagerly anticipate. The movement element addresses young 
learners' physical energy while creating natural speaking opportunities when the music stops. 
I've found this particularly effective for practicing question forms that might otherwise become 
tedious through worksheet practice alone. The slight unpredictability of who will need to answer 
creates just enough excitement to maintain high engagement throughout." 

Quick Teaching Tip: Have question cards at different difficulty levels and select appropriate 
ones based on which student is answering, providing differentiated practice while maintaining 
game flow. 

15. Story Bag 
Overview: This creative storytelling activity uses random objects to inspire imaginative 
narratives while developing vocabulary and narrative skills. 

Language Focus: Narrative development, descriptive language, creative vocabulary use 
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Materials: 

●​ Bag or box containing various small objects 
●​ Visual supports for target structures (optional) 
●​ Story frame templates (optional) 

Preparation: 

1.​ Collect 10-15 small, varied objects in bag/box 
2.​ For scaffolding, prepare simple story templates or sentence starters 
3.​ Review narrative structures and connecting words 

Procedure: 

1.​ Students sit in circle around teacher 
2.​ Explain that objects will inspire collaborative story 
3.​ Begin story with traditional opener ("Once upon a time...") 
4.​ Pull first object from bag and incorporate into narrative 
5.​ Continue story, periodically drawing new objects 
6.​ Students can contribute sentences or teacher can narrate based on student suggestions 
7.​ Continue until reaching satisfying conclusion or using all objects 

Variations: 

●​ Student Objects: Each student contributes one object to the story bag 
●​ Pass and Add: Each student draws object and adds to story 
●​ Group Challenge: Small groups create stories using same objects, then compare 
●​ Story Maps: Create visual map of story elements before telling 

Teacher Reflection from Marco Lee: "Story Bag creates magical language moments in my 
classroom. The random objects spark creativity beyond what students typically produce with 
standard prompts. I've watched children struggling with basic sentence construction suddenly 
produce complex descriptions when inspired by an interesting object from the bag. The 
collaborative nature reduces performance pressure while building narrative skills that later 
transfer to individual storytelling and writing. It's become our Friday highlight that students 
eagerly anticipate all week." 

Quick Teaching Tip: Include a mix of concrete objects that are easy to incorporate (toy 
animals, small vehicles) alongside more abstract items that stretch creativity (paper clip, button, 
string). 

16. Picture Dictation 
Overview: This engaging listening activity has students draw based on teacher descriptions, 
creating natural comprehension practice with immediate visual assessment. 
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Language Focus: Listening comprehension, prepositions, descriptive language, following 
instructions 

Materials: 

●​ Blank paper for each student 
●​ Drawing tools 
●​ Prepared description/instructions (or simple picture to describe) 

Preparation: 

1.​ Prepare graduated instructions using target language 
2.​ For reference, create or select picture matching your description 
3.​ Ensure instructions use vocabulary and structures familiar to students 

Procedure: 

1.​ Distribute paper and drawing tools to each student 
2.​ Explain that students will draw exactly what they hear 
3.​ Deliver instructions clearly, using appropriate pace 
4.​ Use specific language: "Draw a large square in the center of your paper" 
5.​ Continue adding elements: "Inside the square, draw a small circle" 
6.​ After completing all instructions, show original picture 
7.​ Students compare their drawings with original and with peers 

Variations: 

●​ Partner Dictation: Students work in pairs, taking turns describing and drawing 
●​ Progressive Difficulty: Begin with simple shapes before adding more complex 

elements 
●​ Story Scenes: Create scenes related to current stories or themes 
●​ Student Leaders: Advanced students take turns giving instructions to class 

Teacher Reflection from Sofia Martinez: "Picture Dictation provides immediate, visual 
feedback about listening comprehension that traditional assessments simply can't match. When 
I see twenty different interpretations of my instructions, I gain valuable insights into which 
language elements were clearly understood and which need reinforcement. Students find the 
activity genuinely enjoyable while I receive actionable assessment information. The comparison 
phase creates natural language production as children discuss differences between their 
drawings." 

Quick Teaching Tip: Break instructions into clear chunks and repeat key elements, using 
slightly different wording to reinforce meaning without simply repeating identical phrases. 
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17. Sentence Scramble 
Overview: This hands-on syntax activity has students physically arrange words to create proper 
sentences, developing understanding of English word order. 

Language Focus: Sentence structure, word order, grammar patterns 

Materials: 

●​ Word cards for sentence components 
●​ Envelopes or containers for word sets 
●​ Sentence recording sheets (optional) 

Preparation: 

1.​ Create word cards for target sentence patterns 
2.​ Organize sets in envelopes (one scrambled sentence per envelope) 
3.​ Consider color-coding by parts of speech for additional support 

Procedure: 

1.​ Divide students into pairs or small groups 
2.​ Distribute word card envelopes to each group 
3.​ Groups arrange words to form correct sentences 
4.​ Once arranged, students read complete sentences aloud 
5.​ Groups check each other's sentences 
6.​ For extended activity, students copy sentences into notebooks 
7.​ Distribute new sentence sets and continue 

Variations: 

●​ Progressive Challenge: Begin with simple sentences, gradually increase complexity 
●​ Missing Words: Omit certain words for students to supply 
●​ Match to Pictures: Create sentences describing specific pictures 
●​ Create and Scramble: Advanced students write sentences for others to unscramble 

Teacher Reflection from Ananya Patel: "Sentence Scramble transforms abstract grammar 
rules into concrete, manipulable objects. The physical movement of arranging words creates a 
completely different understanding of syntax than worksheet exercises alone. I've watched 
students have genuine 'aha moments' about English word order while sliding word cards into 
different positions. The collaborative aspect generates valuable language discussion as 
students debate correct arrangements, verbalizing their grammatical reasoning in ways that 
deepen understanding for everyone involved." 
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Quick Teaching Tip: Start with sentences using familiar vocabulary so students can focus on 
structure rather than meaning, then gradually incorporate new vocabulary within known 
structures. 

18. Barrier Games 
Overview: This partner communication activity creates authentic language necessity as 
students describe arrangements for partners to recreate without seeing the original. 

Language Focus: Descriptive language, prepositions, giving instructions, clarification strategies 

Materials: 

●​ Matching sets of objects or pictures for each pair 
●​ Dividers (books standing up, folders, etc.) 
●​ Arrangement templates (optional) 

Preparation: 

1.​ Create identical sets of materials for each student pair 
2.​ Prepare arrangement examples or allow student creation 
3.​ Review necessary vocabulary (position words, descriptive language) 

Procedure: 

1.​ Students work in pairs sitting opposite with barrier between 
2.​ Student A arranges objects/pictures in specific pattern 
3.​ Without showing arrangement, Student A describes positioning 
4.​ Student B arranges their identical items based on instructions 
5.​ Partners may ask clarification questions 
6.​ When complete, remove barrier and compare arrangements 
7.​ Switch roles and continue with new arrangement 

Variations: 

●​ Picture Drawing: One student describes picture for partner to draw 
●​ Map Navigation: Follow route descriptions on identical maps 
●​ Pattern Replication: Recreate color/shape patterns from description 
●​ Grid Game: Place items in specific grid coordinates 

Teacher Reflection from Carlos Mendez: "Barrier Games create the perfect conditions for 
genuine communication necessity. Unlike many speaking activities, the barrier ensures students 
must rely completely on clear language without non-verbal support. I've noticed significant 
improvement in students' descriptive precision and clarification strategies after regular barrier 
game practice. When miscommunications occur, students immediately see the consequences 
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and naturally adjust their language to be more precise - a level of feedback no teacher 
correction could possibly provide." 

Quick Teaching Tip: Do a quick whole-class demonstration first, thinking aloud about how to 
give clear instructions, showing both effective and ineffective descriptions to highlight 
communication strategies. 

19. Word Detective 
Overview: This vocabulary review game transforms ordinary practice into an engaging 
mystery-solving activity as students give and receive clues about target words. 

Language Focus: Vocabulary development, definition skills, descriptive language 

Materials: 

●​ Vocabulary cards from current learning 
●​ Clue cards or templates (optional) 
●​ Detective props (optional but fun - magnifying glasses, hats) 

Preparation: 

1.​ Create cards with target vocabulary words 
2.​ Prepare clue templates if needed (It begins with..., It's used for...) 
3.​ Review descriptive language and definition structures 

Procedure: 

1.​ Select one student to be first "Word Detective" 
2.​ Detective steps outside or covers ears 
3.​ Class selects mystery word from current vocabulary 
4.​ Detective returns and must discover word by asking questions 
5.​ Students can only answer with yes/no/sometimes 
6.​ Set question limit (10-15 questions depending on difficulty) 
7.​ If correctly identified, student who gave most helpful clue becomes next detective 

Variations: 

●​ Category Clues: Begin by telling which category the word belongs to 
●​ Hot/Cold Guidance: Guide detective with "warmer/colder" as questions get closer to 

target 
●​ Written Clues: Provide written clues detective must read and interpret 
●​ Team Detective: Teams work together to solve word mysteries 
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Teacher Reflection from Maya Johnson: "Word Detective transforms ordinary vocabulary 
review into something mysteriously engaging. Students develop remarkable questioning 
strategies and descriptive precision when motivated by the detective framework. I've noticed 
they naturally begin using classification, function, and characteristic questions that demonstrate 
deep semantic understanding. Even better, they're practicing precise definition skills that will 
serve them throughout their academic careers, all while thoroughly enjoying themselves." 

Quick Teaching Tip: For younger or beginning students, provide question frames on the board 
to support successful detective work: "Is it a...?", "Can you...with it?", "Is it found in...?" 

20. Speaking Line-Ups 
Overview: This movement-based speaking activity has students arranging themselves in lines 
based on specific criteria, creating natural communication while practicing targeted language. 

Language Focus: Question formation, specific grammar structures, vocabulary application 

Materials: 

●​ Prompt cards (optional) 
●​ Open space for movement 
●​ Visual supports for language structures (optional) 

Preparation: 

1.​ Prepare line-up criteria using target language structures 
2.​ Create visual supports for key questions/responses if needed 
3.​ Ensure space allows for student movement and line formation 

Procedure: 

1.​ Explain that students will form lines based on specific criteria 
2.​ Provide first criterion: "Line up according to your birth month" 
3.​ Students must communicate with each other to determine positions 
4.​ Once lined up, check accuracy by having students state their information 
5.​ Continue with new criteria using target language structures 
6.​ For additional practice, students can suggest criteria 

Variations: 

●​ Preference Lines: Arrange by favorites (favorite foods, colors, activities) 
●​ Grammar Focus: Use specific structures ("I have been to..." / "I have never...") 
●​ Survey Lines: Line up based on survey responses (how many siblings, pets, etc.) 
●​ Silent Line-Up: Communicate without speaking (for TPR focus) 
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Teacher Reflection from James Wilson: "Speaking Line-Ups create purposeful 
communication with built-in movement that young learners absolutely need. Unlike seated pair 
work, the line formation requires students to interact with multiple classmates, expanding 
speaking opportunities beyond the same partner. I've found this particularly effective for 
practicing question forms that might otherwise become tedious. The physical arrangement 
provides immediate, visual feedback about communication success - if the line is incorrect, 
students instantly recognize the miscommunication and naturally adjust their language." 

Quick Teaching Tip: Start with concrete, easily verified criteria before moving to more abstract 
or complex language structures. 

21. Roll and Respond 
Overview: This dice-based speaking game creates varied language practice with an element of 
chance that young learners find particularly engaging. 

Language Focus: Targeted question-answer patterns, specific grammar structures, fluency 

Materials: 

●​ Dice (standard or custom with pictures/words) 
●​ Response chart linking numbers to questions/topics 
●​ Visual supports for responses (optional) 

Preparation: 

1.​ Create response chart connecting dice numbers to questions/topics 
2.​ Ensure questions practice target language structures 
3.​ Display or distribute charts to students 

Procedure: 

1.​ Students work in small groups or pairs 
2.​ First student rolls dice 
3.​ Number corresponds to specific question on chart 
4.​ Student answers question using target language pattern 
5.​ Next student rolls and continues 
6.​ For added challenge, students must recall and summarize previous answers 

Variations: 

●​ Double Dice: Use two dice - first for question category, second for specific question 
●​ Picture Dice: Use custom dice with pictures prompting specific language 
●​ Roll and Ask: Student rolls, then asks question to chosen classmate 
●​ Progressive Answers: Each roll requires longer/more complex answers 
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Teacher Reflection from Mei Lin: "Roll and Respond transforms ordinary speaking practice 
into something children eagerly anticipate. The element of chance creates genuine excitement 
about which question they'll receive, while maintaining focus on our target language patterns. 
I've created different response charts for various grammar structures we're studying, making it 
easy to adapt the same engaging format to different language objectives throughout the year. 
The structured response formats provide security for hesitant speakers while still allowing 
creative content within clear patterns." 

Quick Teaching Tip: Include some fun, easy questions alongside more challenging ones to 
maintain motivation and ensure all students experience success. 

22. Listen and Build 

 

Overview: This hands-on listening comprehension activity has students create structures or 
arrangements based on verbal instructions, providing immediate visual assessment of 
understanding. 

Language Focus: Following directions, prepositions, spatial language, quantity terms 
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Materials: 

●​ Building materials (blocks, clay, craft sticks, etc.) 
●​ Prepared instruction sets 
●​ Model structures (optional, for teacher reference) 

Preparation: 

1.​ Prepare graduated instructions using target language 
2.​ Gather sufficient building materials for all students 
3.​ Create reference model if desired 

Procedure: 

1.​ Distribute building materials to individuals or small groups 
2.​ Explain that students will build exactly what they hear 
3.​ Deliver instructions clearly, using appropriate pace 
4.​ Begin with simple directions: "Place three blocks in a row" 
5.​ Gradually add complexity: "Put a small red block on top of the middle block" 
6.​ After completing all instructions, students compare creations 
7.​ For extension, students can give instructions to partners 

Variations: 

●​ Mystery Structure: Don't reveal final object until completion 
●​ Build and Describe: Students build then must describe their creation 
●​ Team Challenge: Teams compete to accurately follow instructions 
●​ Differentiated Instructions: Provide varying complexity based on proficiency 

Teacher Reflection from Elena Kim: "Listen and Build creates immediate, visual evidence of 
listening comprehension that traditional assessments can't match. I can instantly see which 
prepositions or spatial concepts are clear and which need reinforcement just by glancing at 
twenty different structures around the room. Students remain completely engaged because the 
building element appeals to their natural desire to create and manipulate objects. The 
comparison phase generates valuable language production as children naturally discuss 
differences between their creations." 

Quick Teaching Tip: Use consistent language for key instructional words (place, put, connect) 
while varying vocabulary for the concepts you're specifically teaching (beside, between, 
underneath). 

23. Sound Treasure Hunt 
Overview: This phonics-focused activity has students hunting for objects or pictures containing 
specific sounds, creating engaging sound-recognition practice. 
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Language Focus: Phonological awareness, sound-spelling relationships, vocabulary 

Materials: 

●​ Target sound cards 
●​ Objects or pictures containing target sounds 
●​ Collection containers for findings 
●​ Sound reference charts (optional) 

Preparation: 

1.​ Identify target phonics sounds based on current focus 
2.​ Ensure classroom contains sufficient items with target sounds 
3.​ For limited environments, hide picture cards around room 

Procedure: 

1.​ Divide students into small groups 
2.​ Assign each group specific phonics sounds 
3.​ Set a time limit (5-10 minutes) 
4.​ Groups search for objects/pictures containing their sounds 
5.​ Students return and share findings, identifying target sounds 
6.​ Class validates whether items truly contain target sounds 
7.​ Group with most correct items wins 

Variations: 

●​ Position Hunt: Find items with sounds in beginning/middle/end positions 
●​ Blend Hunt: Focus on specific consonant blends (st, bl, tr) 
●​ Digital Hunt: Use tablets to take photos of found items 
●​ Sound Sorting: After hunt, sort findings by sound position 

Teacher Reflection from Anna Vasquez: "Sound Treasure Hunt transforms abstract phonics 
practice into concrete discovery that children find genuinely exciting. The physical movement 
addresses young learners' natural energy while creating meaningful sound-object connections. 
I've noticed significantly stronger sound recognition after these hunts compared to worksheet 
practice alone. The collaborative aspect generates valuable language discussion as students 
debate whether items truly contain target sounds, verbalizing their phonological reasoning in 
ways worksheets simply cannot elicit." 

Quick Teaching Tip: For mixed-proficiency groups, assign more common sounds to beginning 
learners and more challenging sounds to advanced students, ensuring everyone can 
experience success. 
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24. Puppet Conversations 
Overview: This creative speaking activity uses puppets to reduce anxiety while developing 
dialogue skills and practicing target language structures. 

Language Focus: Dialogue skills, target grammar structures, question-answer patterns 

Materials: 

●​ Simple puppets (sock puppets, paper bag puppets, finger puppets) 
●​ Dialogue cards or prompts (optional) 
●​ Mini "stage" area (optional) 

Preparation: 

1.​ Create or gather simple puppets 
2.​ Prepare dialogue prompts using target language 
3.​ Demonstrate puppet conversation techniques 

Procedure: 

1.​ Divide students into pairs or small groups 
2.​ Distribute puppets and explain conversation task 
3.​ Provide dialogue topic or situation cards 
4.​ Students create and practice short puppet conversations 
5.​ After practice time, pairs perform conversations for class 
6.​ Class provides positive feedback 
7.​ Continue with new dialogue situations 

Variations: 

●​ Story Retelling: Use puppets to retell familiar stories 
●​ Problem-Solution: Present problems puppets must solve through dialogue 
●​ Character Puppets: Create puppets representing story or theme characters 
●​ Student-Created Scripts: Advanced students write dialogue for performances 

Teacher Reflection from David Lee: "Puppet Conversations create psychological safety that 
transforms reluctant speakers into confident communicators. The puppet provides emotional 
distance that significantly reduces anxiety - students who barely whisper during regular 
speaking activities suddenly become animated and expressive when speaking through puppets. 
I've noticed children naturally incorporate target language patterns into their dialogues with 
much less resistance than formal practice, and the playful nature encourages creative language 
experimentation beyond required structures." 
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Quick Teaching Tip: For students who remain hesitant, start with paired puppets where both 
students manipulate puppets together for one voice, gradually transitioning to individual puppet 
control as confidence builds. 

25. Four Corners Vocabulary 
Overview: This movement-based categorization game combines physical activity with 
vocabulary practice, perfect for high-energy groups. 

Language Focus: Vocabulary development, categorization, listening comprehension 

Materials: 

●​ Corner signs with categories or images 
●​ Word cards or verbal prompts 
●​ Space for movement 

Preparation: 

1.​ Designate four corners of room with different categories 
2.​ Create word cards or prepare verbal prompts 
3.​ Review category vocabulary before starting 

Procedure: 

1.​ Label each corner with different category (animals, food, clothing, transportation) 
2.​ Explain that students will hear/see words and move to appropriate corner 
3.​ Show word card or call out vocabulary item 
4.​ Students move to corner they believe is correct 
5.​ Discuss any disagreements about categorization 
6.​ Students in correct corner remain in game (optional competitive element) 
7.​ Continue with new vocabulary items, possibly changing categories 

Variations: 

●​ Opinion Corners: Corners represent opinions (agree, disagree, not sure, no opinion) 
●​ Grammar Corners: Categories represent grammar features (verb tenses, parts of 

speech) 
●​ Picture Corners: Use images instead of category labels 
●​ Student Leaders: Advanced students take turns calling vocabulary items 

Teacher Reflection from Sophia Rodriguez: "Four Corners Vocabulary perfectly addresses 
young learners' need for movement while creating focused language practice. Children who 
might become restless during seated activities remain fully engaged when categorization 
includes physical movement. The visible distribution of students across corners creates natural 
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discussion about category boundaries and word meanings. I particularly value how this activity 
accommodates different learning styles - visual learners see the categories, kinesthetic learners 
experience them through movement, and auditory learners process the discussions about 
categorization." 

Quick Teaching Tip: Occasionally include ambiguous items that could potentially belong to 
multiple categories, creating valuable language discussion about category definitions and word 
meanings. 

 

  © InternationalTEFLgroup    ​     ​ ​ ​ ​                                


	Top 25 Games for Young English Language Learners (Ages 5-10) 
	1. Simon Says 
	2. Flyswatter Vocabulary 
	3. Memory Match 
	4. Word Bingo 
	5. Pass the Picture 
	6. Alphabet Scavenger Hunt 
	7. Story Sequence Cards 
	8. Hot Potato Word Game 
	9. Word Relay Race 
	10. Information Gap: What's Missing? 
	11. Vocabulary Charades 
	12. Word Categories 
	13. Alphabet Train 
	14. Musical Questions 
	15. Story Bag 
	16. Picture Dictation 
	 
	17. Sentence Scramble 
	18. Barrier Games 
	19. Word Detective 
	20. Speaking Line-Ups 
	21. Roll and Respond 
	22. Listen and Build 
	23. Sound Treasure Hunt 
	24. Puppet Conversations 
	25. Four Corners Vocabulary 


